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What we are doing 18 to hear the whole case
& hear it from the mouths of the men most
interested; hear, from those who are officlally
commissioned to state it; hear the rival claims;
hear the claims that affect new nationalities,
that affect new areas of the world, that affect
new commercial and economic connection) that
have been established by the great world war
through which we have gone, And I have been
struck by the moderateness of those who have
I can testify that
I have nowhere sgeen the gleam of passion. I
have seen earnestness, I have seen tears come
to the eyeg of men who plead for downtrodden
people whom they werae privileged to speak for;
but they were not the tears of anguish, they
were the tears of ardent hope.

And I don't geo how any man can fail to have
been subdued by these pleas — subdued to this
feeling that he was not there to assert an in<
dividual judgment of his own but to try to assist
the case of humanity,

NONE SUSPECTS UNITED STATES

And In the midst of it all every Interest seeks
out first of all, when it reaches Parls, the rep-
resentatives of the United Btates. Why? De-
cause —and I think I am stating the most
wonderful fact in history -— because there is no
nation in Europe that suspects the motives of
the United States.

Was there ever go wonderful a thing seen be-
fore? Was there ever so moving a thing? Was
there ever any fact that so bound the nation
that had won that esteem forever to deserve it?

I would not have you understand that the
great men who represent the other nations
there In conference are disesteemed by those
who know them. Quite the contrary. But you
understand that the nations of Europe have
again and again clashed with one another in
competitive interest. It is impossible for men
to forget those sharp issues that ‘were drawn
between them in times past. It is impossible
for men to belleve that all ambitions have all
of a sudden been foregone. They remember ter-
they remember rights
that it was attempted to extort; they remember
political ambitions which it was attempted to
realize, and, while they belleve that men have
come into a different temper, they cannot forget
“these things, and so they do not resort to one
another for a dispassionate view of the matters
In controversy. They resort to that nation which
has won the enviable distinction of being re-
garded as the friend of mankind.

Whenever it is desired to send a small force
of soldiers to occupy a plece of territory where
it 1s thought nobody else will be welcome they
ask for American soldlers. And where other
soldiers would be looked upon with suspicion
and perhaps meet with resistance the American
soldier 1s welcomed with acelaim.

I have had so many grounds for pride on the
other side of the water that I am very thankful
that they are not grounds for personal pride,
but for national pride. It they were grounds
for personal pride I'd be the most stuck-up’ man
In the world. And it has been an infinite plea-
sure to me to see those gallant soldiers of ours,
of whom the constitiion of the United States
made me the proud commander. You may be
proud of the Twenty-sixth division, but I com-
manded the Twenty-sixth division, and see what
they did under my direction! And everybody
praises the American soldier with the feeling

that in praising him le is subtracting from the
credit of no one else,

THREY SAW AMERICA ACTED IDEALS

I have been searching for the fundamental
fact that converted Europe to helieve in us. Be-
fore this war Europe did not believe In us as
ghe "does now. She did not believe in us
throughout the first three years of the war. She
seems really to haye belleved that we were hold-
fng off because we thought we could make more
by staying out than by going in. And wll of a
sudden, in a short eighteen months, the whole
verdict is reversed. Tuere can be but omne ex-.
planation for it. They saw what we did — that
without making a single claim we put all our
men and all our means : t the disposal of those
who were fighting for their homes, in the first
Ainstance, but for a cause — the cause of human
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Idplmmet a group of scholars when I was in
Paris — some gentlemn from one of tLo Greek
universities who had come to see me and In
whose presence, or rather in the presence of
whose traditions of learning, I felt very young
indeed. I told them that I had one of the de-
lightful revenges that sometimes comes to a
man. All my life I hed heard men speak with
a sort of condescension « 7 ideals and of idealists,
and particularly those separated, encloistered
persongs whom they choose to term academie,
whb were in the habit of uttering ideals in the
free atmosphere when they clash with nobody
in particular,

And I said T have had this sweet revenge.
Speaking with perfeet frankness in the name of
the people of the United States, I have uttered
as the objects of this great war ideals, and
nothing but ideals, and the war has been won
by that inspiration., Men were fighting with
tense muscle wnd lowered head until they came
to realize those things, feeling they were fight-
ing for their lives and thoir country, and when
these accents of what it was all about reached
them from America they lifted their heads, they
raised their eyes to heaven, when they saw men
in khaki coming across the sea in the spirit of
strange men, reckless of danger not only but
reckless because they seemed to see something
that made that danger worth while.

Men have testified to me in Europe that our
men were possessed by something that they
could only ecall a religious fervor, They were
not like any of the other soldiers. They had a
vigion, they had a dream, and they were fight-
ing in the dream, they turned the whole tide
of battle and it never came back.

One of our American humorists, meeoting the
criticism that American soldlers were not
trained long enough, said: “It takes only half
as long to train an American soldier as any
other, because you only have to train him one
way, and he did only go one way, and he never
came back until he could do it when he pleased.”

HEART OF EUROPE FULL OF HOPE

And now do you realize that this confidence
we have established throughout the world im-
poses a burden upon us — if you choose to call
it & burden. It is one of those burdens which
any nation ought to be proud to carry. Any
man who resists the present tides that run in
the world will find himself thrown upon a shore
80 high and barren that it will seem as if he
had been separated from his human kind for-
ever,

The Europe that I left the other day was full
of somelhing that it had never felt fill its heart
80 full before, It was full of hope. The Europe
of the second year of the war, the Europe of
the third year of the war, was sinking to a sort
of stubborn desperation. They did not see any
great thing to be achieved even when the war
should be won. They hoped there would be
some salvage; they hoped that they could clear
their territories of invading armies; they hoped
they could set up their homes and start their
industries afresh. But they thought it would
simply be resumption of the old life that Europe
had led — led in fear, led in anxiety, led in
constant suspicious watchfulness. They never

dreamed that it would be @ Europe of settled
peace and of justified hope,

And now these idealg have wrought this new
magic, that all the peoples of Europe are buoyed
up and confident in the spirit of hope, because
they believe that we are at the eve of a new
age in the world when nations will unite every
moral and every physical strength to see that
the right shall prevail. L

If America were at this juncture to fail the
world what would come of it? I do not mean
any disrespect to any other great people when
I say that America i« the hope of the world:
and if she does not justify that hope the result;
are unthinkable. Men will be thrown back pon
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home with their heads upon their breasts wl::llo\gv?
ing that they have failed — for they were’ bidden
not to come home from there
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names, nothing but a modern Bc:lapw?t:@ thoe
no nations united to defend 1t, no grey "
combined to make it good, no assuranes Uirm
to the downtrodden and fearfy) people Df‘ ™
world that they shall be safe. Any r. ¢
thinks that . America will take part ip glvin -
world any such rebuff and disappoimmegl‘h'
that does not know America. o

TEST THE SENTIMENTS OF NATION

I invite him to test the sentiments of the
tion. We set this nation up to make mnn',m‘
and we did not confino our conception and o
pose to America, and now we will mn.I;t- z:lel'-
free. 1f we did not do that the fame of Afnm..n
would be gone and all her power woylg be d*::
sipated. She then would have to keep her poyy
for those narrow, selfich, provincial DUrposes
which seem 80 dear to some minds that have;u
sweep beyond the nearest horizon, I should wel,
come no sweeter challenge than that, | have
fighting blood in me and it is somedimed 3 o
light to let it have scope, but if it is g challepge
on this occaslon it wi'l be an indulgence,

Think of the picture, think of the utter black.
ness that would fall on the world. America hag
failed! America made a little essay at gener
osity and then withdrew. America said, “Ws
ars your friends,” but it was only for today,
not for tomorrow. America said, “Here is our
power to vindicete right,” and then the pey
day, “Let right take care of itself and we wil
take care of ourselves.” America said, “We sit
up a light to lead men along the paths of
liberty, but we have lowcred it; it is intended
only to light ur own path.” We set up a greal
ideal of libecty and then we sald, “Liberty fa
a thing that you must win for yourself. Do not
call upon us,” and think of the world that we
would leave.

Do you realize how many new nations are
going to be set up in the oresence of old and
powerful nations in Europe and left there, it
left by us, without a disinterested friend?

Do you beileve in the Polish cause, as I do?
Are you going to set up Poland, immature, in-
experienced, as yet unorganized, and leave her
with a circle of armies around her? Do you be
lieve in the aspiration of the Czecho-Slovaks
and the Jugoslavs, as I do? Do you know how
many powers would be quick to pounce upon
them if there were not the guarantees of the
world behind their libérty?

Have you thought of the sufferings of Arme
nia? You poured out your money to help sue
cur the Armenians after they suffered; now sel
your strength so that they shall never suffer
again.

The arrangements of the present peace cannot
stand a generation unless th2y are guaranteed
by the united forces of the civilized wor'd. And
if we do not guarantee them can you not se
the picture? Your hearts have instructed you
where the burden of this war fell. It did nﬂ:
fall upon the national treasuries; it did md
upon the instruments of administration; ft clllt
not fall ppon the resources of the nations. -
fell upon the victims' homes everywhere, wheII
women were toiling in hope that their me
would come back. o dull

When I think of the homes upon which dise
despalr would settle were this great hope e
appointed I should wish for my part never i
have had America play any part “’hate‘;rt
this attempt to emancipate the world. Bu &
talk as if there were any question. I hmthis
more doubt of the vefdict of America i '
matter than I have doubt of the blood tha
in me,

THE PEOPLE ARE IN SADDLE

And so, my fellow citizens, I have cozu'e I;i'ﬁ
to report progress, and I do not hffliti‘:l?‘o‘
the progress is going to stop short of U ehe‘
The nations of the world have set me:rt going
now to do a great thing, and they are no eak
to slacken their purpose. And when I ipof i
the nations of the world I do not BI‘_(‘ﬂth
governments of the world, I speak of
ples whe c¢onstitute the nations of ! ¥
They are n the saddle, and they are E0f0
see to it that if their present goverﬂml ghall.
nat do thefr will come other governmed oyers
And the secret is out and the present €
ment# know it. o be got
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There is a great deal of harmony !0 .
out of ommon knowledge. There Is & £,
of sympathy to:be got of living In 0
atmosphere, and except for the ‘“mrenr ve
langdages, which puzzled my Americall v oy
sadly, I could have believed I was at
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